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BLACK SWAMP
ARTS FESTIVAL
Weekend of food, fun and community ahead

PHOTOS COURTESY OF BSAF MARKETING
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W ITH CA RMEN C O NA , BSA F M AR K E T ING C O- C HAIR

T

he Black Swamp Arts Festival is an annual community event that blends community and university
participation into a major arts and music event held in downtown Bowling Green. The festival will be
celebrating its twenty-ninth year from Sept. 9 through 11, and event organizers have found that it is a
popular destination for new students. The three-day festival draws in nearly 60,000 people and hosts close to
150 artists, musicians and numerous food and craft vendors along Main Street.
There are more than 40 youth activities, friendly competition opportunities and a wide variety of live
music planned for the BSAF. Volunteer opportunities are also available; typically nearly 800 volunteers step
up to make the event possible. To learn more about the BSAF, visit blackswampfest.org. Carmen Cona,
marketing co-chair of the Black Swamp Arts Festival, spoke about the interests, activities, and
history of this popular event.

How did the Black Swamp Arts
Festival get started?
“It was a bunch of locals. The owners of
Grounds For Thought were one of the
original facilitators (along with) a few other
local businesses. It kind of started the same
way firefly nights did which is kind of cool.
That was back in 1992, I believe.”

How does BSAF impact the
community?
“All of our local businesses love the festival.
We bring a lot of big business into town. It’s
nice to see some of the money we bring
in because we are all volunteers. We don’t
actually keep the money necessarily, we
use it for the next festival year.”

What is the goal of the BSAF?
“The mission of the Black Swamp Arts
Festival, we wanted to promote the arts
that’s in our local community. We like to
gather as many artistic minds as possible
because there’s a lot of creativity that
sometimes goes untapped in Northwest
Ohio.”

Does the BSAF cost anything?
“Everything is completely free. We have
free live concerts all three days, youth arts
is Saturday and Sunday and tie dye is the
only thing that costs money and that’s like
$5.”

How can people get involved?
“We always need volunteers, so if collegiate
groups want to get involved, we do allow
groups to get involved with the festival. We
used to do a big volunteer program with
Dance Marathon and we do a lot with the
athletic association.”

PHOTO BY | BSAF MARKETING

PHOTO BY | BSAF MARKETING

Is there anything you want the
students of BGSU to know about
this event?
“If you’ve never come out before, this is the
perfect opportunity just to get yourself
familiar with downtown Bowling Green
and kind of see everything in a new light.
We get a lot of college students who come
down and they really like the youth arts
area. It’s somewhere they can go and
create stuff and not have to feel the outside
pressure of ‘this has to be good.’”

“There’s a lot of creative talent within Northwest Ohio and
within this area, that kind of gets overlooked sometimes and
it’s nice to be able to promote the arts within the community.”
Carmen Cona | BSAF Marketing Co-Chair
PHOTO BY | BSAF MARKETING
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The Daily Press
Ben Cook | Reporter
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What do you think the
Undergraduate Student
Government does?
VANIA
MONTOYA
Junior
Virtual
Communication
Technology

“I think they help understand
what undergraduate students
need in order to provide them
with the help.”
DRAKE
HARLETT
Senior
Virtual
Communication
Technology

“They provide help to
undergraduates and find ways
to make the students successful
while they are at BGSU.”

ALIVIA
HARTPENCE
Sophomore
Brodcast
Journalism

“I think the undergraduate
government has to do with
regulating and enforcing
requirements of the
undergraduate students.”
HANNAH
GRIM
Sophomore
Virtual
Communication
Technology

“I think they take part in
planning events for the
students. They also have
a hand in advocating for
equality to all students.”
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Graduate Student Senate is here for YOU!
Amanda Anastasia Paniagua | Graduate Student Senate – Senate Executive Committee
I want to welcome new and returning graduate
students to Bowling Green State University
for the Fall 2022 semester and introduce the
2022-2023 Graduate Student Senate - Senate
Executive Committee (GSS SEC) to the wider
campus community and share our overarching
vision for the academic year.
Collectively, we are focused on community
convergence, or seeking out the ways in
which graduate students can work together
with BGSU administration, faculty, staff,
undergraduate students and the Bowling Green
community to advocate for change through
our collective graduate student voice here at
BGSU. We strive for the pathway to community
convergence through the following:
1.
2.
3.

Active Listening
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion
Community Involvement

If you are a currently enrolled graduate
student, you are already a part of the student
body that we serve. Talk to your graduate
coordinator to find out who your academic

program senator or representative is, and
make sure you are on the Graduate Student
Senate Canvas shell to take full advantage of
all that the senate has to offer, including access
to applications for professional development
funding.
GSS SEC has been working behind the
scenes in recent weeks to address long
standing concerns around health insurance
costs and the current stipend rates across
the campus for graduate students. Another
graduate student, Hali Kivari, recently noted
the current lack of transparency regarding
student stipend amounts and we too, share
this concern.
In addition to these concerns, we are
also working to gather data about graduate
students’ feelings around belonging here at
BGSU, within the larger graduate student
community and within their respective
colleges and programs.
We cannot fully advocate without your
participation and the feedback you bring to us.
Additionally, Amanda Grace Taylor, GSS

President, and Nick Malendowski, GSS Vice
President, have been tasked by BGSU President
Rodney Rogers with benchmarking where the
university stands in relation to other fouryear public institutions across the country in
relation to BGSU’s graduate student healthcare
costs and current graduate student stipends.
It is the hope of the GSS SEC that we can
advocate for BGSU to do more public good
and do better for its current graduate students
based on current policies at peer institutions.
Using our vision, data and policies at peer
institutions will position the GSS SEC, senators
and representatives to advocate on behalf of
the 3,200 plus graduate students at BGSU and
leave a better campus for our undergraduate
students who may, one day, find themselves as
graduate students themselves.
In other words, we want to leave campus
better equipped for future generations of
graduate students.
All General Assembly meetings are open to
the public and will take place in the Education
Building, room 115 and virtually via Zoom. Join
our first meeting of the semester on Friday,

Sept. 9 from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
If you have questions or concerns for the GSS
SEC, please e-mail gss@bgsu.edu.
Join our group on BGSUserves and follow us on
Facebook and Instagram.
Amanda Anastasia Paniagua is a second
year doctoral student in the Higher Education
Administration program at Bowling Green State
University. She can be reached at apaniag@
bgsu.edu. n
¹ GSS recognizes that there are current
undergraduates who have advanced status or
who are in accelerated bachelor’s to master’s
program and welcome your feedback based
on your graduate enrollment status. We
also recognize that there are many working
professionals enrolled in graduate programs at
BGSU and we welcome your feedback as well.

All you need to know about USG

PHOTOS COURTESY OF GSS

Angela LaRosa | Reporter
BGSU’s Undergraduate Student Government
(USG) is a collective organization that features
representatives from groups and organizations
across campus and acts as a voice for the
undergraduate student body.
The USG mission states that they aim to serve
as a bridge between undergraduate students
and various governing bodies of the university
including administration, faculty and graduate
students. The student government advocates
and supports Falcons in areas of academic
success, wellness, safety and engagement.
“USG provides a space for all members of the
BGSU community in order to make all voices
on campus heard,” Rose Brookhart the vice
president of USG said.
USG authors different resolutions to
progress initiatives across campus through the
elected executive and legislative branches.
Members of the legislative branch, often

called senators, represent organizations – or
constituencies – such as the Black Student
Union, Student Veterans of America,
International students and more.
The president and vice president are elected
during spring semesters for the upcoming school
year. Other members of the executive branch
include the Speaker of the Senate, Committee
and Cabinet Members.
“We work with other organizations to host
events on campus,” Brookhart said.
However, USG also sponsors events offcampus as well. Some include collaborating
with NAMI of Wood County, which specializes
in education support groups and advocacy
for people living with mental illness and their
loved ones.
“I hope that this year USG collaborates with
different groups from different communities to
promote student engagement,” Brookhart said.

With the new school year, USG is looking
for Senators to fill positions left vacant by
graduating students.
Available positions are found on the USG’s
website under the Who is Who tab. Positions
include Treasurer, Resident Hall Senators,
Off-campus Senators and more. Applications
for senate seats can be found on bgsu.edu/
usg.
Prospective senators of USG show interest
in being a representative of student groups
and lobbying for change on campus.
General meetings for USG are every
Monday in the Bowen-Thompson Student
Union, room 308, at 7:30 p.m. They’re open
to the public and students are encouraged to
attend.
“All BGSU community members, not
just USG members, are always welcome,”
Brookhart said. n

This year’s executive staff is:
Zachary Noesen

President

Rose Brookhart

Vice President

Gabe Wagner

Speaker of the Senate

Joseph Blair

Legislative Secretary

Sourab Shaik

Academic Affairs Committee

Emily Gerome

Internal Affairs Committee

Hannah Boyle

Student Affairs Committee

Jodi Webb

USG Advisor
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Meet your
city rep

LGBTQ+ Programs host
BiG Gay Welcome

Megan Stibley | Reporter

B

More than 400 students attend

From left to right: Beck Berry, Marian Petire, Frankie Gross, Nora Rock and Evelyn Berry all atteded the event.

Megan Finke | Editor-In-Chief & Grace Roebke | Reporter
The LGBTQ+ community and their allies
gathered in the Bowen-Thompson Student
Union on Aug. 31 to welcome and celebrate
students of all identities.
The BiG Gay Welcome is hosted by the
LGBTQ+ Programs in the Office of Multicultural
Affairs. More than 400 students and of faculty
attended to enjoy drag performances, food and
prizes.
Katie Stygles, the Director of Multicultural
Affairs and LGBTQ+ Programs was one of the
organizers behind the event. The planning has
been mastered to a tee, as the event has been
around for more than 15 years.
“We’ve got it down to a science because we
do this every year, and my colleague, Shevonne
Nelson Dillingham, started this back more than
15 years ago now, so it’s definitely had different
forms through the years,” Stygles said. “But
we’ve been doing this format for several years
now, so really, it’s just about securing the drag
talent that is going to connect well with our
student population and get them excited.”
During the event’s opening address, Stygles
said this was the 20th anniversary of official
LGBTQ+ organizations on campus.
Student organizations had tables set up
around the perimeter of Lenhart Grand
Ballroom, where students lined up to chat with
leaders of LBGTQ+ groups on campus and

“Just making sure
that we have have the
student organizations
and various offices that
are supportive, present
in the room and then
the magic just kind of
takes off from there.”
— Katie Stygles —

Director of Multicultural Affairs &
LGBTQ+ Proograms
receive free stickers, pins, information sheets
and treats.
While organizing the event, Stygles said the
participation of student organizations that
directly relate to the LGBTQ+ community was
important.

“Just making sure that we have the student
organizations and various offices that are
supportive, present in the room and then the
magic just kind of takes off from there,” Stygles
said.
Various offices from the Division of Diversity
and Belonging and the Counseling Center were
present. Some of the student organizations
that attended were University Activities
Organization (UAO), Transcendence and
Feminist Organization Rallying for Gender
Equality (FORGE).
During the almost two-hour welcome event,
students came together to celebrate pride.
Some wore pride flags around their necks,
while others sported colorful makeup creations
across their faces.
“It’s just a really fun event. I love seeing
everybody dress up and show up in all of it,
and obviously the drag shows. I’ve never seen a
drag show before so this is my first one and I’m
very excited. I love it,” Evelyn Berry, a student in
attendance, said.
Speeches were given on center stage as well
as LGBTQ+ trivia.
Drag performers dressed in bright outfits,
flowy wigs and dramatic makeup made their
appearances by dancing around the ballroom,
lip-syncing to songs like “Toy” by Netta, “Gives
you Hell” by The All-American Rejects and “The
Kill (Bury Me)” by Thirty Seconds to Mars.
Drag queen Deja Dellataro and drag king
Stevie Phoenix amped up with performances to
remember.
Phoenix is a BGSU alum and founder of
Fremont Pride. He hails from Toledo, Ohio and
performs song, dance, music and theatre. To
him, drag is all about self-discovery and playing
with the rules of gender.
Dellataro is also from Toledo. She not only
does drag shows, but also stars on the drag
reality show Camp Wannakiki on OutTV.
“I love seeing the drag queen and king,
they’re both so amazing, and everybody here
is so gorgeous and so happy and it’s great to be
in such an accepting space. I love it,” Marian
Petire, a student in attendance said.
October is LGBTQ+ History Month and the
LGBTQ+ Programs in the Office of Multicultural
Affairs have many events planned. Visit their
website at bgsu.edu/mutlicultural-affairs to
learn more. n

To watch drag
performances visit
bgfalconmedia.com

owling Green
State University
students have an
opportunity to
get involved with the city
and potentially pursue a
future, with the help of a
city council member.
Nick Rubando
Nick Rubando is the
Bowling Green City Council member for
Ward One, which encompasses the entire
BGSU campus. He meets with BGSU officials,
including President Rodney Rogers, to work
on building a “better cooperative relationship
between the city and university.”
Rubando stresses the importance of
student participation in order to improve this
relationship.
“The more that the Bowling Green students
can actually participate in city council, the
more likely we are to ensure that they’re
voices are heard and that we can actually help
them out,” Rubando said.
Anyone with a Bowling Green address is
able to vote in the city. This includes students
who live in the dorms, houses or apartments
within BG. Students are also able to come to
the city council meetings, which are held on
the first and third Mondays of every month to
speak during lobby visitations.
“As a representative of the city council, you
want to make sure that you’re working for
everyone,” Rubando said. “This is your home
when you’re here in school. I truly believe
that you should be helping shape the Bowling
Green community, since you’re living here.”
Currently, Rubando is working on programs
for economic development, “The university
is such a great university and has so many
fantastic programs, but we see a lot of the
times that when students graduate, they
don’t stay in Bowling Green,” Rubando said.
“We’re working with the city to really provide
economic opportunities for students who,
after when they graduate, there’s a really good
pipeline of well-paying jobs that they can take
advantage of here in the city.”
Rubando works with BGSU Votes to inform
students and ensure that they are registered
to vote. He also works with BGSU College
Democrats and Young Democrats of Wood
County and making sure students know that
they can register to vote.
“When students are in session, they make
up 50% of the population of Bowling Green,”
Rubando said. “If students got together as a
voting block and really decided to vote, they
could sway elections in this city.”
The midterm elections are coming up this
November and there are opportunities to
vote for the governor of Ohio and U.S. senate
candidates. Rubando said, while the elections
of these candidates might not have a direct
effect on Bowling Green, “the rules and the
laws they make affect us here in Ohio.” n
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BGSU student dies in car crash

BG & BGSU

UPCOMING

The 20-year-old student was killed on US 6 in Madison Township
Megan Finke | Editor-in-Chief
On Sept. 4, David “Ryan” Walker II sustained
fatal injuries after being involved in the fourvehicle crash that was reported to the Ohio
State Highway Patrol at 10:32 p.m.
According to a press release from the Ohio
State Highway Patrol, the Fremont Post has
opened an investigation and found that a black
2011 Ford F-150 was being driven eastbound
on US 6 by James R. Baker Jr., 42, of Toledo.
Witnesses said Baker drove left of center and
attempted to pass several vehicles, while a 2013
Ford Focus, a black 2018 Chevrolet Colorado
and a blue 2006 Ford Five Hundred were
traveling westbound on US 6, the release said.
Baker first struck the Ford Focus, which was
driven by an 18-year-old Fremont man.

According to the press release, the driver
attempted to swerve to the right but he and his
four passengers were struck. The vehicle went
off to the north side of the road and struck two
tree stumps before stopping. All five passengers
were treated on scene and released.
Baker then struck the Chevrolet Colorado,
which was driven by a 24-year-old woman from
Celina. This vehicle went off the north side of
the roadway and struck a tree resulting in both
the driver and passenger being transported to
Wood County Hospital.
After hitting two previous vehicles, Baker
continued eastbound and struck the Ford Five
Hundred head-on. The vehicle was driven by
a 20-year-old man from South Amherst, with
three passengers. Everyone in this vehicle is a
student at Bowling Green State University.

Walker, of Vermilion, was sitting in the right
rear passenger seat and sustained fatal injuries,
the release said. The driver and the other two
passengers were transported to Saint Vincent’s
Hospital in Toledo. Baker was also transported
to Saint Vincent’s Hospital.
According to the OSHP, alcohol is believed to
be a factor in this crash, and it remains under
investigation.
Walker was a third-year student in the
Allen W. and Carol M. Schmidthorst College
of Business and he was pursuing a Bachelor
of Science in Business Administration with a
specialization in accounting.
He was a Thompson Working Families
Scholar and recently completed an internship
with NASA this summer. To send your
condolences to sympathy@bgsu.edu, and the
university will forward. n

EVENTS
Thursday, September 8th

IN THE ROUND:
SADIE RED WING
MULTIPURPOSE ROOM/BTSU
// 5:30PM
Friday, September 9th

MULTICULTURAL
WELCOME
BTSU BALLROOM
// 4PM
Friday, September 9th

22ND ANNUAL BLACK
ISSUES CONFERENCE
1. Foul moods
2. It comes from bees
3. Not inner
4. East northeast
5. Scrounge (for food)
6. Gladden
7. French for "Quick"
8. Evening Prayers
9. Crimson
10. Dimwit
11. Type of shrub
12. Minerals
13. Amount of
medication
18. Taxonomic category
22. Small amount
24. Decorated, as a cake
26. Circle fragments
28. Trousers
29. Dormitory
30. Several
31. Cheat
32. Diva's solo

HALLOWEEN
HEADQUARTERS

Make one-of-a-kind costumes
at scary good prices!
Sunday
Monday - Saturday
10 AM to 8 PM 10 AM to 6 PM
1058 N. Main Street
www.goodwillnwohio.com

1. Footwear
5. Flu symptom
10. Not barefoot
14. Person, place or thing
15. Martini garnish
16. Apprentice
17. Merged
19. Lyric poems
20. Golf ball support
21. Consumed
22. A common code
23. Medical needle
25. Siberian antelope
27. Pool stick
28. Omens
31. Satisfies
34. Terpsichore
35. Sticky stuff
36. Gunk
37. Finger jewelry
38. Road shoulder
39. What we breathe

40.
41.
42.
44.
45.
46.
50.
52.
54.
55.
56.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.

Quizzes
Fault
Very attractive women
Dove's sound
Small trout-like fish
Satire
Tempest
Drama set to classical music
Tiny
Outdoor party
Grow too quickly
Picnic insects
Audacity
Celestial bear
Where the sun sets
Aromatic compound
Rind

BTSU LENHART BALLROOM
// 9:30AM-4PM
September 9th-11th
33.
34.
37.
38.
40.
41.
43.
44.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
53.
56.
57.

Traitors
Refutes
Backside
Alliance
Streetcar
Household
cleanser
Lunge
Vocation
Wait on
Mindful
Perception
Award
Shredded cabbage
Musical phrase
Flippant
Half of a pair
Whelp

51ST ANNUAL GEM,
MINERAL,
ROCKHOUND SHOW
& JEWELRY SALE
WOOD COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS
// Times vary each day
September 9th - 11th

BLACK SWAMP
FESTIVAL
DOWNTOWN BG
// for times visit
blackswampfest.org
Wednesday, September 14th

ALL CAMPUS PICNIC

FREE
BOWEN-THOMPSON QUADRANGLE
// 11:30AM-1:30PM
For More Information
on The Arts, Theatre,
Musical Arts, and Other
Events visit the following:
>> EVENTS.BGSU.EDU
>> DOWNTOWNBGOHIO.ORG
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Downtown Forward provides opportunity for student involvement
Megan Finke | Editor-in-Chief

Bowling Green will be participating in a
program designed to attract and retain workers
in rural areas.
The City of Bowling Green gathered with
Bowling Green State University’s Division of
Research and Economic Engagement and the
Center for Regional Development to announce
the program and kick-it-off during a press
conference on Sept. 6.
Bowling Green was selected to participate in
the Reimagining Rural Regions (R3) program
with the Center for Regional Development. The
program launched in 2021, and is funded by the
U.S. Economic Development Administration
and the USDA Rural Development Rural
Placemaking Innovation Challenge.
According to a press release from the city,
“the R3 program is an economic and workforce
development-centered placemaking initiative
that helps communities identify, enhance
and build community assets to aid in talent
attraction and retention.”
The program allows for public engagement
to be conducted by communities in order to
develop placemaking plans.
According to the Rural Placemaking
Innovation Challenge’s website, “placemaking is
a collaborative engagement process that helps
leaders from rural communities create quality
places where people will want to live, work,

“Our R3 initiative is another
example of how together,
we can make our region
stronger and position Ohio
for future success.”
— Rodney K. Rogers —

After completing training throughout the
Spring semester of 2023, students will be in the
communities of Mansfield, Bowling Green and
Paulding to lead projects and bring about more
holistic and inclusive spaces.
“We are so pleased to engage the City of
Bowling Green, the City of Mansfield, and the
Village of Paulding - these communities create
so much good in our region and Ohio,” BGSU
President Rodney K. Rogers said in the city’s
press release. “As a public university for the

public good, BGSU is committed to supporting
the current and future growth and vitality of our
rural communities that power our state. Our R3
initiative is another example of how together,
we can make our region stronger and position
Ohio for future success.”n

For more information on the PaCE
Fellowship or how to apply, visit
bgsu.edu/research-economic-development.

BGSU President

play and bring together partners from public,
private, Tribal, philanthropic communities
technology sections.”
BGSU graduate and undergraduate students
will work with communities to help plan and
implement projects which will build and
enhance liveable spaces.
The program is looking for students who
want to make an impact in rural communities
throughout northwest Ohio.
PaCE (Placemaking and Community
Engagement) Fellows are a group of selected
students that will obtain the skills and
knowledge necessary to accomplish the
R3 goals. Two or three PaCE fellows will be
selected.
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